I wrote this article in 1986.  I am dismayed that I haven’t removed bad spots or that  I haven’t done a re-write to supply much missing detail, however…here it is as published in Cosmopolitan Magazine.  In light of what’s currently happening in the middle East as well as specifically with Gaddaffi, I thought some might be interested in what was happening twenty-five years ago.  The movie was eventually entitled “Hostage” (not “Raw Terror” as is noted at the end of the article) and my part was, indeed, shot in the fuselage of a plane for six weeks.  I played a mother who’s child is kidnapped by terrorists.
	This was near the beginning of a decades-old war with terrorism.   
	When I returned home from this experience, my then 11-yr-old son put this sign on the door of his bedroom:  over LIBYA in childlike print.  Now 36, he recently said he wasn’t really sure at the time what the connection was, but he knew it was bad for his mom.
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HELL ON ATHENS FLIGHT 840

(continued from page 73)

me to be released hours earlier. and that my husband was beside
nimself. Maybe | could fall asleep in the back of the car since we
had a six-hour drive ahead, he said.

He also told me. in broken English, that | had been involved In
an international incident. They did not know if it was the PLO, PLF,
Gaddafi, or anyone eise.

It struck me that the absurdity of blowing up Americans was that
the very Americans they're trying 1o kill are quite likely against the
Government’s current policies! It's not like I'm George Bush or a
notable Republican.

We got to the movie set, at which they were doing a night shoot,
at about 2am. As we pulled up, the huge arc lights Hluminated the
remarkable stone fortress. Moving from the extreme reality of being
almost blown out of the sky to the fantasy of a movie set was very
surreal.

Niko the director, saw me and yelled, ‘Cut! CUT!" at the top of
his lungs. Off went the wind and smoke machines. He rushed over
to me, gave me a kiss, all the crew's eyes were on me. He ushered
me to my husband, Wings. We collapsed in each other's arms and
wept.

After the shock and jet-lag subsided my inability to feel was re-
placed by trying to integrate what had happened to me. There was
a process of reassessing my priorities. Re-entry into real life took
a few days.

The first 36 hours were spent sleeping, crying, sleeping. crying.
This was replaced by a raging anger. In fact, four people — all Amer-
icans — had been sucked out of the plane. Any romantic ideas of
terrorism had been replaced by the truth that this is 2 weak and piti-
ful game. One of those who fell was a nine-month-old baby.
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How brave does one have to be to Kill babies? What kind of
heinous mind condones and encourages the assassination of the
innocent?

My naiveté banished, | realised that politics 1s not about guys In
suits sitting around a table. It is about you and me and our families
and our right to survive.

About three weeks ago | went to the Simon Wiesenthal Museum
in Los Angeles which contains photos and artefacts of the
Holocaust. | picked up a phone which was playing one of Hitler's
speeches: ' . . the Jews are the dumoest, most evil people. They
must be eliminated . . .

| believe that Mr Gaddafi would like to wipe out a good number
of Americans. Indiscriminately. Why would he want 1o kill me? Be-
cause | was born in Minnesota instead of Libya? Because | wear
Bermuda shorts instead of a turban?

You see. terrorism is not an impersonal concept happening some-
where else. It is personal. | would like 1O sit across the table from
my attempted murderer and find out why she/he would want 10 see
me dead.

The generalisation of a nation of people, of their thoughts and
ideas. is a sick and dangerous threat to the world. There is no brav-
ery in covertly planting bombs. | do not believe Allah welcomes
souls who kill defenceless babies.

How much longer do we allow it?

Nancy Locke Hauser was in Southern Africa to make
Raw Terror for Heyns Films. Her co-stars were Karen
Black and Kevin McCarthy. The movie will be released

in two months. 4
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A terrorist bomb tore a hole in the fuselage of a
TWA 727 en route from Rome 1o Athens. Four passengers Were
sucked out of the plane and fell to their deaths. Actress
Nancy Locke Hauser survived the disaster and tells the

gruesome story of the nightmare journey.

\_sengers getoffthe plane immediately. We filed outthrough the back - . At this point, we were beginning to joke a bit 10 let off steam. |
l"ﬁ of the plane. 11ooked back at the hole-Aswe moved out; Laurawas told them'that-the irony of all this for me was that | was on my way
t instructed to leave her carry-on bag-on the plane. . - - - toAfricain a couple of weekstodoa movie about a terrorist situa-
. Once on the tarmac we looked back at the 727.and saw-a hole -

: | ack z | tion:-and:that we would-shoot most. of my.scenes in a plane.
| three metres wide on.the.side of-the-plane. An-American-walking- - - ~“We gave our passports to some uniformed people behind atable.

i-next to me said sarcastically, ‘Oh; sure-That wasa blown window. ~They-took.our names, addresses, where we were staying, and for
 That was the first time terrorism, entered my mind. ) did smell gun- - how:long: | had packed my appointment book — with the phone
£ powder . .- R R A s s I S “numbers of where |'was staying and of.the production company
;. Afire engine, bus;-and various vehicles wera,waiﬁn'g-‘gh‘-m'eitar— ~in‘Athens — in‘my suitcase:'| had no way offinding these numbers.
= mac. We were hurried on 1o the busio get us away-frontthe.plane. 'Whérégwas:l'stayiﬁg'?[Mohamvassia (a-remote 2 000-year-old for-
% |nside there were _quiet-convers_atidn37,in;_vari0gxs la_n'gq.ag‘efs; We “tress hours away): 555w -

& were ALIVE: We were-alsoin shoCK= =7 NS meeanyouhavenophonenumberwmwhtch to contact your

-ty L~

E We went through passport desks.and went to the luggage belt.  husband or someangini case of an emergency? ‘Yes, that's about
¥ | saw alarge advertising sign, TWA'= WereHereto ﬁg‘p:;}.réabhe;df Lngh - They. looked ‘atme like-l:'was a‘reptile.

5 jwemupsta;rstoﬁndrnydﬂvef and, of course, he was not there.

~

& duced himself. and good-naturedly asked-aboutthe wir;'c_lq\g;plg%;;g;{‘-;s.\pl.eiwere:-not'allowediégitﬁbftﬁerair'port | went back downstairs. My

R T -
-
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E (1o fop of the escalator and saw my driver holding 2 sign-He intro-

§ ing out: Gther. passengers gathered round: WestaneddgscuwngNewYork friend (isn't it'odd that none of us asked each others
‘what we thought happened.. S S TR e [ ekt ’?i?nt'tﬁéS’?).‘.-;a.bood.de'-tbOyzfrom'Shreveport. Louisiana, the man in
~One American in -khaki pamsand.pda-shirt-wassﬁs‘;u‘re}.we:v‘."e're% - the Kkhaki pants, and |, asked the Greek translator if perhaps he
& victims of a terrarist attack. Terronst?’ thought Absurd. Whowould - could help us find a phone to call reatives in the US. (We now rea-
;.want-to-ki\!me‘? | don't even.vote regularty: 1 don't even know who -~ lised that-this.was probably on the news at home.) :
£ my Congressman is: . - A RS AR s _“Before replying, he told us that three.people were sucked out of
£ it was hot. We were all trying to get information from:each other -~ theplane. | bristled at this saying, ‘Don't you think someone onthe
i and TWA ground crew, who hac aone. - We waited and-waited:- My~ :pia would have noticed if people were sucked out? He said this
£ driver left, to be replaced by someone BlSa o e A A ISS . was.the rumour. R T e o |
& We waited some more. We inquired as to each other's emotional. - ThiS dded to our shock and horror. We again asked about a
£ states. There wasalot of moving from group to group tryingto piece - -phone, since he looked like a successful Greek businessman who
: i o A e e L ~“would know about things like phones. His reply was, ‘You know,

- We were theninformed that we were to go to the VIP.lounge. Dis: ~ .you're notin America. - ,

= gruntled, we “moved en-masse to two large rooms: filled ‘with ~~ Thiswas my first inkling of what America is dealing with:in the

& Couches, coffee tables, an empty bar. We waited.:Notinformation. - ‘arenaof international politics. He, of course, was there reunited with
& - Across the bar'l saw the biue blazered-hero from-ihe plang who = -1is family, while we were haif way around the world and had no way
& calmly gave orders during the confusion’on:the plane. Agroup of- — -of ‘contacting ours. 1 clutched my glasstighter. =

& us gathered around him and leamt he was Captain Dennis Taylor, - ~ il'went to @a woman member of the TWA ground crew and asked

§  an off-duty TWA pilot He said he thought-a terroristbomb exploded - -about 2 phone, and explained.my driverless situation. Could she

- while we were at 3 400m. Myimmediate reaction was: ‘Bomb?Who * “helpme tnd a local number? She was very kind and took me up-

i would want 1o murder me?' R e e G T stairs to where the police interviews ‘were taking place. | waited in

= | drifted over 1o a couch and waited. Still no official word. After . an office where two interviews were going on.

& afewminutesthe Greek Press arrived, thwarting a real efiortto keep ~~In my exhaustion, in my state of extreme grubbiness, | fistened
£ them out by the guard at the door. They immediately: found Greek - to a gitl from Detroit giving @ detaited account of her expenence
I+ passengersto interview-and photograph. A woman from New York ~ tothe Greek policeman and a TWA woman translator.

. - next to me said she was disgusted. Any interviews, any Presscover- . . As | drifted into a stare, she asked if | would like to be next. Sure.
. age gave the terrorists more pOwet. Before | could answer (which | told her about my driver situation. She kindly informed me there
= would have been that somebody’s got to tell the real story) a re- Wwas no way o get a number from information unless you had an

paorter with a smalltape recorder asked me some questions inEng- - - address. | had visions of being at the Athens airport for days.

’

. lish as the cameras flashed. | gave her a blow-by-blow account. The ~ Another policeman came in with two coffees. They generously

> New York woman moved to the other side of the room. (A couple gave me one. We began the interview, painstakingly slow because

- of days later | saw my photo and story in Greek newspapers.) of the translation. The policemen look overworked and under-
4§ Therewasa dull roar of chatter. lt was three hours since our plane staffed. |

. _had landed. Someone brought in water, Cokes and sandwiches. The woman took me upstairs and we discovered my driver,

- The adrenaline had stopped pumping and | started to feel the 24 Christos, who looked like a very concerned handsome Greek

- hours without sieep. statue. | looked at him as my saviour. Hope returned. He and the

§  Suddenly, the airport manager stood on a table and told us (in woman discussed my luggage, which was to stay on the plane until

b Greek) our luggage would not be removed for another three hours. hell froze over or something to that effect.

$  Also that we should all go through the electronic surveillance ma- The womnan suggested | stay in Athens until my luggage was re-
. chines downstairs, that we should turn in our passports, and that leased within a day or two, since the drive to Monamvassia was
. .we would not be allowed to leave until we had ‘been interviewed many hours. Christos was adamant | left that night. He seemed 10

& by the police. Thiswas transtated by a Greek passenger. We were  ~have a damn good idea about when I'd see my luggage again. (it

' 10ld there would be two groups — Greeks and:al others. - finally arrived five days later.)
. Groans of exhaustion arose at the prospect of _staying'there.much ~...Once inside the Mercedes, :Christos told me the director, Nico
£ (onger. We were ushered-downstairs into a sweltering room.where: * “Mastorakis, had been calling the airport all day, that they expected
- we each (about 40 of us) went through detection MECRINES. =iy et By 1 R : . (continued on page 80)
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